Seminar Report

A Two-Day International Seminar on “Society in Transition:
Interdisciplinary Pathways for Sustainable Futures” was organized by
the Department of Sociology and IQAC of Night College of Arts and
Commerce, Kolhapur on 27th and 28th February 2026. The seminar
aimed to bring together academicians, researchers, policymakers, and
students to discuss contemporary societal transformations and

sustainable development challenges.

The event commenced on Friday morning with a inauguration,
featuring a floral tribute to Deshbhakt Ratnappa Kumbhar and the
symbolic watering of a sapling. Principal Dr. Uttam Patil set the stage
with his introductory address. A profound keynote speech given by
Prof. Dr. Richard Axelby of SOAS, University of London. He said
about the intersections of technology, economy, and governance,

A plastic-free lifestyle protects the environment, reduces pollution, and
decreases wasle. I also improves public health and encourages
sustainable living. By adopting such habits, we preserve natural
resources and create a clean, healthy future. Therefore, the promotion
of a plastic-free lifestyle should not be the responsibility of the
government alone; every individual in society -must embrace it," said
Dr. Vishwanath Magdum. He was speaking as the chairperson of the
inaugural ceremony of a two-day international seminar.

The chief guest of the conference, Prof. D. Shrikant, shared his insights
on the changing dynamics of marriage and family institutions and how
technology is impacting both. He further noted that the works of
Deshbhakt Ratnappa Kumbhar through the Panchganga Cooperative
Sugar Factory, spinning mills, cooperative banks, water supply
schemes, and the library movement in rural areas have significantly
contributed to the sustainable development of society. The first day’s
academic deliberations were split into two intensive plenary sessions.

On the second déy, the focus shifted toward the digital landscape and
grassroots research. Mayaza Luka Babra delivered a compelling special



talk on transnational connections and the impact of social media on
international students, which provided a modern context to the
seminar’s theme. Following this, a dedicated paper presentation session
chaired by Dr. M. C. Sheikh allowed scholars and participants to

showcase their interdisciplinary research.

During the seminar, Principal Dr. Mohinder Slariya (Himachal
Pradesh) and Prof. Dr. Deepti Ranjan Sahu (Lucknow) provided
guidance as resource persons. Prof. Ramesh Kamble (Mumbai) and Dr.

Vidyanand Khandagale presided over various sessions.

In the concluding session, chief guest Dr. M. C. Sheikh emphasized that

students should use modern technology to acquire new knowledge and
work honestly in the field of research. He stated that research

contributes rapidly to the development of society and the nation.

Presiding over the concluding session, the Principal of Night College,
Dr. Uttam Patil said, "Organizing an international seminar at Night
College 1s a matter of pride. This seminar facilitates discussions that
are essential for future sustainable development in the current social

context.

Researchers. from countries including Iran, Syria, Africa, Iraq,
" Bangladesh, Nigeria, Mauritius, and the Republic of South Sudan as
well as from Indian states like West Bengal, Goa, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra, presented their papers. A total of 106
research papers were submitted for the seminar.

The introductory remarks were given by the coordinator, Prof. Dr.
Mahendrakumar Jadhav, and the vote of thanks was proposed by the
co-coordinator, Prof. Dr. Akshata Gawade. The international seminar

concluded with the National Anthem.
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Date of Activity Organized 27" and 28™ February, 2026

; Prof. Dr. Mahendrakumar Jadhav
Name of the Coordimator Prof. Dr. Akshata Gawade

-Prof. Dr. Richard Axelby
SOAS University, London
persons Dr. Mohinder Slaria

Himachal Pradesh -
Pof. Dr. Deepti Ranjan Sahu
Lucknow University, Lucknow -

Names of the Expert or Resouice

No. of Participant (Students + staff) 94 + 03 = 97

To discuss about the various
Objectives of the Activity pathways that help the sustainability
of society.

Academicians and Researchers got
insights of interdisciplinary pathways
for sustainable future.

n.

Coordinafor PRINCIPAL,

MIeHT COLLEGE OF ARTS & COMMERCE,
KOLHAPUR

Outcomes of the Activity
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